
Social Studies
SECOND
Regions

In second grade, students will engage in the study of geography through the lens of the people living in regions of the state,
nation, and world.  This approach supports in-depth inquiry through the examination and evaluation of multiple sources and
allows students to explore various regions through the disciplines of history, civics, economics, and culture.   Throughout the
course, students examine issues of social justice and equity within an anti-bias framework.  Students will generate and
research compelling questions that allow them to find personal meaning in the topics of social studies and to participate as
informed citizens of a culturally diverse, democratic society in an interdependent world.

Scope and Sequence of Units

Regions Student
Demonstrates
Skills of Social

Science Inquiry

Student
Understands
History Continuity
and Change

Student
Understands
Governmental
Systems and
Principles

Student
Understands
Geographical
Study

Student
Understands
Economic
Concepts

Student
Understands
People, Groups
and Cultures

Indigenous Peoples of
America

X X X X X

World Cultures X X X X X

Pioneers of Change X X X X X X
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Tools of Social Science Inquiry
Essential Questions:
How can I find and communicate information about regions of the world?
How can I analyze Social Studies sources?

Missouri Learning Standards

2.TS.7.A.a Describe and analyze primary and secondary social studies sources in classroom discussion with guidance and support.

2.TS.7.A.b Select and use artifacts (building structures and materials, works of art representative of cultures, fossils, pottery, tools, clothing, and

musical instruments) to share information on social studies topics.

2.TS.7.B Use visual tools and informational texts to communicate information.

2.TS.7.C.a Explain the difference between fact and opinion in social studies topics.

2.TS.7.C.b Explain the concept of point of view in social studies topics.

2.TS.7.D Share research about a social studies topic.

2.TS.7.E.a Develop supporting questions about social studies topics, with assistance.

2.TS 7.E.b Describe a process to answer those questions.

2.TS.7.E.c Discuss types of sources that would be helpful in exploring social studies questions.

Social Justice Standards
AC.K-2.20 Students will plan and carry out collective action against bias and injustice in the world and will evaluate what strategies are

most effective.

Learning Goal

Students will be able to
demonstrate skills of social

science inquiry within
content learning goals.

Proficiency Scales
Innovating: Student demonstrates advanced understanding and application of the learning goal.

Meeting: Student demonstrates skills of social science inquiry within the content learning goals as evidenced by:
● Identifying fact, opinion, and point of view in social studies sources.
● Asking questions and finding answers on a social studies topic using primary and secondary sources.
● Sharing information about a social studies topic using a visual tool and/or artifact.
● Discussing strategies to make change in the world.

Approaching: Student demonstrates skills of social science inquiry within the content learning goals at times
with teacher guidance.

Beginning: Student demonstrates limited understanding or skill with the learning goal.

Learning Targets
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All Units
Students will:

● Identify and analyze primary and secondary social studies sources with guidance and support.
● Ask questions and find answers using primary and secondary sources with guidance and support.

● Differentiate between fact and opinion with guidance and support.

● Recognize points of view in primary and secondary sources with guidance and support.
● Investigate and share information about social studies topics and questions using a variety of media and artifacts.
● Work together to identify, discuss, and/or propose solutions to problems in the world.
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History
Essential Questions:
How is the past the same as and different from the present?
How have individuals influenced my community and world?

Missouri Learning Standards
2.H.3.A Compare the culture and people in our community across multiple time periods.
2.H.3.B Compare and contrast the changing habitats, resources, art and daily lives of Native American peoples in regions of the US.
2.H.3.C Describe the contributions of inventors or pioneers in their field who influenced progress in the nation.
2.PC.1.E Describe the character traits and civic attitudes of inventors or pioneers in their field who influenced progress in the nation.

Social Justice Standards
DI.K-2.8 Students will respectfully express curiosity about the history and lived experiences of others and will exchange ideas and beliefs in an

open-minded way.
DI.K-2.10 Students will examine diversity in social, cultural, political and historical contexts rather than in ways that are superficial or oversimplified.
JU.K-2.13 Students will analyze the harmful impact of bias and injustice on the world, historically and today.
JU.K-2.15 Students will identify figures, groups, events and a variety of strategies and philosophies relevant to the history of social justice

around the world.

Learning Goal

Students will be able to
understand history,

continuity, and change.

Proficiency Scales
Innovating: Student demonstrates advanced understanding and application of the learning goal.

Meeting: Student demonstrates skills and understanding related to history, continuity, and change in regions of the
world as evidenced by:

● Comparing and contrasting the past and present.
● Sharing contributions of significant individuals and groups.

Approaching: Student demonstrates skills and understanding related to history, continuity, and change among groups
of people in regions of the world at times with teacher guidance.

Beginning: Student demonstrates limited understanding or skill with the learning goal.

Learning Targets
Indigenous Peoples of America
Students will:

● Discuss the meaning of vocabulary such as Indigenous peoples, Native American, American Indian etc.
● Explore the cultures of Native American nations across regions in America both in the past and in the present.
● Examine the impact of forced movement of Native Americans to reservations in America.
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● Examine how individuals and groups have fought racism, injustice and bias.
World Cultures
Students will:

● Explore how people in different regions of the world such as the Americas, Asia, Africa, the African Diaspora and Europe have lived in the past and
present.

Pioneers of Change
Students will:

● Explore the lives and contributions of changemakers and pioneers of various identities in different fields such as art, politics, industry, technology,
medicine, science, and exploration such as Mae Jemison, Steve Jobs, Dr. Temple Grandin, Dr. Condoleeza Rice, Tammy Duckworth, Lonnie Johnson, etc.

● Examine how individuals and groups have fought racism, injustice and bias.
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Civics
Essential Questions:
How do people make change in a community?

Missouri Learning Standards
2.PC.1.B.a Explain and give examples of how laws and rules are made and changed within a community.
2.PC.1.C Examine how individual rights are protected within a community.
2.PC.1.D.a Analyze how being an active and informed citizen makes a difference in your community.
2.PC.1.D.b List the consequences of citizens not actively participating in their communities.
2.PC.1.F.a Describe the importance of the Pledge of Allegiance.
3.PC.1.F.a Explain how the National Anthem symbolizes our nation.
2.PC.1.F.b Recognize and explain the significance of national symbols including national landmarks, national parks, and important memorials.
2.GS.2.C Distinguish the responsibilities and powers of government officials at various levels and branches of government in authoritative

decision making.
2.GS.2.D Identify and explain the concept of branches and functions of government.

2.RI.6.B Demonstrate a peaceful resolution to a dispute.

Social Justice Standards
JU.K-2.12 Students will recognize unfairness on the individual level (e.g., biased speech) and injustice at the institutional or systemic level e.g.,

discrimination).
AC.K-2.17 Students will recognize their own responsibility to stand up to exclusion, prejudice and injustice.

Learning Goal

Students will be able to
understand

governmental systems
and principles.

Proficiency Scales
Innovating: Student demonstrates advanced understanding and application of the learning goal.

Meeting: Student demonstrates skills and understanding related to governmental systems and principles in regions of
the world as evidenced by:

● Identifying ways to make change in a community.
● Proposing solutions to conflicts or problems in the school or community.

Approaching:  Student demonstrates skills and understanding related to governmental systems and principles in our
community at times with teacher guidance.

Beginning: Student demonstrates limited understanding or skill with the learning goal.

Learning Targets
Pioneers of Change
Students will:
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● Recognize how the government plays a part in citizens’ lives.
● Discuss why it is important to be an active and informed citizen.
● Discuss how to resolve disagreements at school.
● Consider how to address problems or unfairness at different levels of community (i.e. home, classroom, school, city, state, nation, etc.)
● Work together to identify, discuss, and/or propose solutions to problems in the world.
● Practice civil discourse.
● Discuss the meaning of the Pledge of Allegiance, national anthem, and national or cultural symbols.

7



Social Studies
SECOND
Regions

Geography
Essential Questions:
How does geography influence people and cultures?

Missouri Learning Standards

2.EG.5.A.a Read and construct maps with title and key (regions of state, United States, world).

2.EG.5.A.b Identify the properties and use of different types of maps for a variety of purposes.

2.EG.5.B.a Name and locate the regions in your community (county, township, significant historical landmarks etc.)

2.EG.5.B.b Name and locate regions of the world (continents, oceans, hemispheres, etc.)

2.EG.5.C.a Identify and describe physical characteristics of the world (landforms, water bodies, etc.).

2.EG.5.C.b Identify and describe physical characteristics (such as climate, topography, relationship to water and ecosystems, etc.)

of the student’s region in Missouri.

2.EG.5.C.c Describe human characteristics (such as population composition, architecture, kinds of economic and

recreational activities, transportation and communication networks, etc.) of the student’s region in Missouri.

2.EG.5.E.a Describe different types of communication and transportation and identify their advantages and disadvantages.

2.EG.5.E.b Describe how transportation and communication systems have facilitated the movement of people, products, and ideas.

2.EG.5.F.a Define the concept of regions as places which have unifying political, physical, or cultural characteristics.

2.EG.5.F.b Identify examples of different regions in Missouri (e.g., urban, rural, recreational area, wheat-producing region, business district).

2.EG.5.F.c Describe why people of different groups settle more in one place or region than another.
2.EG.5.G Explain how geography affects the way people live today.

Learning Goal

Students will be able to
understand geographical

study.

Proficiency Scales
Innovating: Student demonstrates advanced understanding and application of the learning goal.

Meeting: Student demonstrates skills and understanding related to geography in regions of the world as evidenced
by:

● Using maps, globes, and other models to describe physical and human characteristics of place.
● Describing how geographical characteristics affect people in regions of the world.

Approaching: Student demonstrates skills and understanding related to geography in regions of the world with
teacher guidance.

Beginning: Student demonstrates limited understanding or skill with the learning goal.

Learning Targets
Indigenous Peoples of America
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Students will:
● Read and construct maps for a variety of purposes including showing different perspectives and how maps are used to convey messages.
● Name and locate regions in the Americas using relative and geographic location.
● Recognize regions as places that have a unifying characteristic i.e. political, climatic, language, physical, human, etc.
● Examine  geographical characteristics of Indigenous peoples in the past and in the present.
● Explore how geography affects the way Indigenous peoples live in regions around the world.

World Cultures
Students will:

● Read and construct maps for a variety of purposes including showing different perspectives and how maps are used to convey messages.
● Name and locate continents and regions in the world using relative and geographic location.
● Recognize regions as places that have a unifying characteristic i.e. political, climatic, language, physical, human, etc.
● Share research on the geographical characteristics of cultures around the world.
● Explore how geography affects the way people live in regions around the world.

Pioneers of Change
Students will:

● Consider how advances made by inventors and pioneers changed communication, transportation, or other systems (i.e. political, economic, etc.)
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Economics
Essential Questions:
How do people meet their wants and needs?

Missouri Learning Standards

2.E.4.A.a Describe consumption and production and the relationship to goods and services, within your region.

2.E.4.A.b Demonstrate how people use money to buy and sell goods and services.

2.E.4.A.c Demonstrate how people barter to exchange goods and services.
2.E.4.A.d Explain the relationship of income, labor, and wages.
2.E.4.B Describe a personal cost-benefit situation.

Learning Goal

Students will be able to
understand economic

concepts.

Proficiency Scales
Innovating: Student demonstrates advanced understanding and application of the learning goal.

Meeting: Student demonstrates skills and understanding related to economics in regions of the world as evidenced
by:

● Describing the relationship between consumers and producers.

Approaching: Student demonstrates skills and understanding related to economics in our community and world at
times with teacher guidance.

Beginning: Student demonstrates limited understanding or skill with the learning goal.

Learning Targets
Indigenous Peoples of America
Students will:

● Describe how people use money and/or barter to exchange goods and services.
● Examine the consequences of economic decisions.

World Cultures
Students will:

● Explore how people in different regions produce and consume goods and services.
Pioneers of Change
Students will:

● Describe how people use money and/or barter to exchange goods and services.
● Consider how inventors and pioneers change what people buy and sell.
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People, Groups & Cultures
Essential Questions:

How does culture shape a community?
How is culture shared?

Missouri Learning Standards

2.RI.6.A Compare the cultural characteristics of regions in the state including language, celebrations, customs, holidays, artistic

expression, food, dress, & traditions.

2.RI.6.C Recall stories and songs that reflect the cultural history of peoples from various regions in the United States including regional

folk figures, Native American legends, and African American folktales.
2.RI.6.D Describe how regions commemorate cultural heritage.

Social Justice Standards
ID.K-2.3 Students will recognize that people’s multiple identities interact and create unique and complex individuals.
DI.K-2.7 Students will develop language and knowledge to accurately and respectfully describe how people (including themselves) are both similar to

and different from each other and others in their identity groups.
DI.K-2.9 Students will respond to diversity by building empathy, respect, understanding and connection.
JU.K-2.11 Students will recognize stereotypes and relate to people as individuals rather than representatives of groups.

Learning Goal

Students will be able to
understand people,

groups, and cultures.

Proficiency Scales
Innovating: Student demonstrates advanced understanding and application of the learning goal.

Meeting: Student demonstrates skills and understanding related to the study of people, groups, and  cultures in
regions of the world as evidenced by:

● Sharing cultural characteristics of different identity groups.
● Describing the achievements of different groups of people as well as challenges they have faced.

Approaching: Student demonstrates skills and understanding related to the study of people, groups, and  cultures in
regions of the world at times with teacher guidance.

Beginning: Student demonstrates limited understanding or skill with the learning goal.

Learning Targets
All Units
Students will:

● Discuss the meaning of vocabulary such as culture and connect this to their own families, communities, and identities.
● Examine regions of the world through a cultural lens.
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● Explore the stories and contributions of people throughout history from a variety of identity groups.
● Develop language and knowledge to accurately and respectfully describe how people are both similar to and different from each other and others in

their identity groups.
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